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Stu Bykofsky | In some families, is criminal enterprise the tie that binds? Sudo <u

Posted on Thu, Oct. 11, 2007

OVER THE RIVER AND THROUGH THE WOODS, TO GRANDMOTHER'S HEIST WE GO

THERE WAS no sweeter way for me to spend the day, growing up, than with Granny. 1 te nd
i S ICTOIICTION
We might play "war” with a battered red deck of Bicycle cards, or we might warm up the Philco and listen to the that has ,_._,,mf,s;:;xrI;;:r::,-“':;?mu nation

radio, or we might fry a batch of tasty, greasy latkes . . . or we might go shoplifting. now has a national championship competition
sponsored by The Philadelphia Inguirer

One day it's the 5 & 10, the next day it's 5. Klein, and then we're off to Pep Boys to swipe a heavy chain for the and coming to Philadelphia this October.

wo-wheeler we stole a week earlier.

| couldn't wait to be old enough to go out and hot-wire cars with Granny. o ks i S i sk

Today's Most Viewed || Most Emailed

While my escapades with Granny are fiction, | wonder, given events in Upper Darby: What greater bond between .
the generations can there be than a criminal enterprise? = Flying Start

Eagles win ugly, 16-9 over Jets

On Baseball | Dream a little dream

Fretty or not, itwas a win

John Smallwood | With McMabb, it's no longer

As her alleged theftis on videotape, it looks bad for the whale-like, bleached-blonde, tattooed Granny. Yeah, that's life in the fast lane
name-calling and this allegedly corrupt, evil hag deserves it for snaring an innocent child. Vitale could be a

character out of Charles Dickens. brought to you by @C}I'I'ICGS'II

Her arrest made the news and the Met because it seems s0 improbable. It - almost - reached the level of interest
captured in July by a seagull with the habit of pinching a daily bag of Doritos from a Scottish shop. « More Most Viewed

Share the same DMNA?Y Share the same criminal M.O., too.

In another era, the glue binding the generations might have been love of music, or love of art, or love of food, or love
of country. Today, it's the love of the five-fingered discount - if charges against Upper Darby's Monica Vitale are true.

The seagull didn't know any better - and didn't bring along a baby.

What was Granny thinking? LATEST STORIES IN THIS SECTION

| can't ask Vitale, 42, because she's locked up and can't make the $25,000 bail. So | talk with others. = Driver surrenders in hit-run of 2 children 25
min

The crime is unusual "because grandparents usually have a little more sense about what's appropriate,” says Capt. By Pater Mucha

John Apeldorn, a retired Philly cop who now leads the Citizens Crime Commission.
P ycop = Stubburn fire spreads through Trenton row
Shoplifting might seem small when weighed against Philadelphia's homicide rate, but you have to ask yourself if houses 32 min

there are any limits any more. = Rendell, Corzine both in city today 57 min

Maybe there are things more vile than what Vitale did. Using a child as a shield in battle, or as a drug runner, or for iy Pateriuche

sex, are worse. But trying to rank crimes against innocence just stinks. = Princeton prof shares Nobel in economics
B:10am

A few weeks earlier, down the Shore, a grandfather was busted for using his granddaughter to snatch a purse. By Karl Ritter and Matt Moors

Is this a trend? = N.Y. 1o AC. express returns z:27am

By Paul Mussbaum

Grandparents using grandchildren for crime is a "growing trend throughout the country™ by sociopathic
grandparents, Elkins Park psychotherapist Dr. Steve Rosenberg tells me.

Upper Darby Police Superintendent Michael Chitwood says it's unusual but not unknown in his 43-year MURE FROM FHLLYGARS.GOM

law-enforcement career. "A grandmother's supposed to be teaching their granddaughters how to bake cookies, how = Dodge Grand Caravan SE 2005
to play with dolls,” he says. "This particular grandmaother is taking her granddaughter to steal.” Del Toyota - 10/14/2007

Vitale reportedly jumped a generation. She has a record, but the 4-year-old's mother is employed, "devastated” and = Infiniti FX35 2005

“angry” her mother dragged her daughter into crime, says Chitwood. Infiniti of Ardmeore - 10/14/2007

» Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer 2004

Rosenberg says Vitale was evilly deliberate, using the child to deflect suspicion and to avoid apprehension. Springfield Ford - 10/14/2007

It's hard to imagine grandparents teaching grandchildren to steal. As elders, they often lay down the rules by which = Mercury Mountaineer 2004
We run our lives. CarVision.com - 10/14/2007
When they go bad, they must be denied contact with kids, says Rosenberg. = Audi A4 18T quattro 2005

Mucar Connection - 10/14/2007
The cops agree. Don't you? *

E-mail stubyko@phillynews.com or call 215-854-5977. For recent columns: SUDOKU NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP »

hitp://go.philly. com/byko. Sudoku National
Champlionship

Register for the Sudoku National 6 udﬂ ku.

Ay Kbl g D epim

Championship hosted by Will i R T
EhﬂI"II P! b B, i

Sudoku Championship takes place October 19th - 21st at the
FPhiladelphia Convention Center.
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