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Coach Michael Sharer encourages Jayce Bevins, 5, during a T-ball game in Bristol Township.

Modern dads

Meet four fathers who have become positive role models to their families and communities.

By DEBRA WALLACE
CORRESPONDENT

athers today are fighting a battle
Fthat dads in the past didn’t even
envision — social media.

Heck, most families didn’t even have
a computer in the house in 1990. The
Department of Labor Statistics shows
that between 1990 and 1997, the percent-
age of households owning computers
increased from 15 percent to 35 percent.

Times have changed. Most of the

kids born in the *90s not only have a
computer in their home, but also one in
their cellphone. A 2013 Pew Research
study found that 93 percent of teens had
a computer or access to one at home, and
78 percent had a cellphone. Half of them
have a phone with internet access, and,
therefore, access to social media.
“Today’s fathers are a different
breed than the ones who came before
them,” said Steven Rosenberg, a

certified behavioral therapist in Elkins
Park. “When they look at what’s
happening around them — social media,
cyberbullying and so much negativity —
they have to take a step up to help their
children thrive, grow and feel good about
themselves.”

Rosenberg, 70, who has 35 years of
experience as a therapist and has a doc-
torate degree, said that the current cli-
mate is filled with myriad anxieties.

“In today’s world you need someone
to respect, look up to and want to follow
in his footsteps,” he said. “So, that’s
where the dads of today have emerged.”

We talked to some fathers whose kids
look up to them with admiration for
not only steering them away from the
negative by spending time with them,
but also by showing compassion to
others and giving of themselves to the
community.

Homeless shelter volunteer and

T-ball dad: Michael Sharer

Michael Sharer, 35, watched his grand-
mother Joan and mother, Kathryn, volunteer
for many community causes when he was a
young boy, and while they never specifically
told him to follow their lead, somehow he
says that it just felt right.

Sharer, of
Levittown, whose
own father, Robert,
died before his ninth
birthday, is the father
of Julianna, 13, Lily,

7, and Michael Jr., 4.
“Being a father truly
fills my life with joy.
My kids keep me
young and active,” he
said.

“I am reliving the
best part of my child-
hood. I love coaching
them, teaching them,
and guiding them
through life,” he said.
“I love my children for
their strengths and for their weaknesses; all
of it is certainly a pleasure.”

As the T-ball coach for his youngest
child’s team, Sharer is teaching by example.
He is also going to school to become an
emergency medical technician.

In February, Sharer began volunteering
two days a week at the Bucks County Emer-
gency Homeless Shelter in Levittown, four
hours each day, willing to do whatever is
needed.

“Helping people makes me a happier
man,” he said. “I do my best to guide my
children to what are the right life choices,
and to me there is nothing better than lead-
ing by example.”

Those who work with him at the shelter
applaud his sentiment. “Michael is kind and
understanding, and he always has something
positive to say to the residents at the shelter,”
said Luz Rivera, the shelter’s resident life
supervisor. “He brings a smile to their faces.”
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Lead assistant Troop 3 Scoutmaster:
Keith Grimes

Keith Grimes, a mechanical engineer for the U.S. Navy
for 28 years, works on compressed air systems on subma-
rines. In a nutshell, he enjoys fixing things, and sharing
his interests with his children.

The 50-year-old from Hatboro and his wife, Kristine,
have been married 21 years and have two children, Kay-
leigh, 20, and Kyler, 17. He also has two daughters from a
previous marriage, Ashlie, 29, and Emily 25.

Since Grimes was a Scout when he was a boy, he signed
up his youngest, son Kyler, for Cub Scouts when he was in
the first grade. When Kyler was 11, he went to Boy Scout
Troop 3, in Hatboro. After Grimes’ wife insisted that her
husband accompany his son for his first summer camp in
Ontario, Canada, his love for Scouts was reignited.

Keith
Grimes
answers
questions
about an
upcoming
Boy Scouts
excursion.
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Kyler received the rank of Eagle Scout in November
2016.

For five years, Grimes has been with Troop 3, currently
as assistant scoutmaster. The Scouts were a great match
for Grimes since he loves camping and backpacking.

Grimes believes fatherhood is similar to Scouting
because it is about going all-in. “I want to be there and
be supportive. Rather than stopping them from falling, I
will always be there to help them up, dust them off, and
encourage them to keep moving further.”

Kyler proudly talks about his dad. “My dad is always
there for me to talk to; he is caring and he is fun to be
with. We have many shared interests. My dad is definitely
a positive role model, so one day I’d like to be a dad just
like him.”

See DADS, Page B2
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Frank
Kuepper
(center)
shares time
with sons
Frankie
(left) and
Michael.
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Autism Cares
Foundation
co-founder and
president:
Frank Kuepper

Frank Kuepper, a
business executive for many
years, continues to work
tirelessly to improve the
work climate for everyone in
the company.

Yet, he considers his
biggest accomplishment,
and the one that gives him
the most pride, to be caring
for his two sons: Frankie,
21, a recent graduate of Penn
State, pursuing a career
in pharmacology research
or in genetic engineering,
and Michael, 19, who was
diagnosed with autism
before his third birthday.

From the moment his
older son was born, Kuepper
was hooked on fatherhood.
His wife, Linda, needed
extra medical attention, so
father and son immediately
bonded. “Frankie was placed
in my arms and we were in
a rocking chair for the first
few hours of his life,” the
Northampton resident said.

“I had a long
conversation with my infant
son and he discovered my
wry sense of humor, as I
was imparting wisdom to
him about Einstein and
Newton,” a teary-eyed
Kuepper said. “He was wide
awake that whole time, and
I didn’t hear a peep out of
him.”

Two-and-a-half years
later, Michael was born
and early on showed signs
of developmental delays,
including poor eye contact
and social interaction.
Michael was diagnosed with
autism and a new kind of
adventure began for the
Kuepper family.

“The best part of being a
dad is that I am privileged to
have two sons — one typical
and one severely autistic,”
Kuepper said. “Each of
them has inspired me and
helped shape me into the
man that I have become.”

Kuepper and his wife
came up with the idea
for the nonprofit Autism
Cares Foundation in 2006.
To date, more than 1,000
events, programs and life-
enrichment opportunities
have been held by the
organization. “It was about
not only persevering,” he
said, “but also striving for
positive solutions.”

Frankie Kuepper praised

the

"BEST

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

oiivier Times

his father’s dedication and
strong will. “What I love
most about my dad is that
he genuinely cares, so he
is emotionally invested in
everything that he does.”

Therapy
doggie daddy:
Daniel Buckley

Daniel Buckley, a retired
electronics worker, who
turns 86 on July 1, gets
up every morning in his
Glenside home, ready to
take his canine companion
to work.

Buckley, who is the father
of seven and grandfather
of seven, said he needed a
purpose after the 1997 death
of his soulmate and wife
of 46 years, Joan, as well as
retiring at age 70 in 2001.

Each week, he takes
Diamond, an 8-year-old
male Shetland sheepdog, to
Luther Woods Nursing &
Rehab Center in Horsham
for friendly visiting. The
hardworking team goes to 11
facilities, including Edgehill
Nursing Home, Dresher
Estates, Brandywine,
and the VA Hospital in
Coatesville.

The first time he went
to Luther Woods was in
2002, as part of Diamond’s
training through Bright and
Beautiful Therapy Dogs in

Daniel Buc!

New Jersey, and the two of
them never looked back.

During a recent day of
visiting at Luther Woods,
Buckley and Diamond spent
some time with 80-year-old
Marguerite “Pat” Hannon
in the activities room of the
nursing home.

“I enjoy coming to this
nice facility,” Buckley
said, “and the people love
my dog, so it is a great
arrangement.”

Buckley added that
Diamond makes an ideal
therapy dog because he
never “snaps or growls” at
anyone. Hannon, a lifelong
dog lover, used to have
her own dog, a lovable
chow. “Our visitors are
wonderful,” she said. “I look
forward to them coming
each week.”

Buckley said he was a
strict father who instilled
many life lessons.

“We raised caring,
hardworking and well-
behaved children. We taught
them responsibility, a work
ethic and the importance of
giving back.”

One of Buckley’s
daughters, Trish, 55,
admires her father for his
work at the nursing homes.
“My dad is very patient and
dedicated to his children
and to his entire family.”
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Hannon at Luther Woods Nursing & Rehab Center.
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Any Complete Roofing or Siding Job

Must mention at time of estimate. Not valid with other offers or prior services.

Gutter Cleaning

Only *1 49

e Clean Out & Downspouts ® Bag & Remove All Debris ® Tighten All Gutters & Downspouts

® Check Entire Roof, Flashings, Vent Pipes & Ridge Vents

Must mention at time of estimate. Not valid with other offers or on prior services.

*Up to 100 LE Restrictions May Apply.
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